
The phenomena are said to occur in parts 
of the Abbey that are not open to the pub-
lic, and include doors opening and closing 
of their own accord in one particular room.

A summerhouse in a private location within 
the park was said to be frequented by the 
ghost of the ‘Flying Duchess’.

For more information, please visit 
www.woburn.co.uk
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Woburn Abbey is a country house, and the seat of the Duke 
of Bedford. It was founded as a Cistercian Abbey in 1145. 
However, during the Dissolution of the Monasteries by Hen-
ry VIII, it was given to John Russell, 1st Earl of Bedford. In 
1744, the Abbey underwent a great deal of of transformation 
by the architects Henry Flitcroft and Henry Holland. 

Following World War II, dry rot was discovered leading to the 
demolition of half the Abbey, and by the mid-1950’s it was 
a halfderelict house. However, the then Duke of Bedford re-
tained ownership and opened the Abbey to the public for the 
first time in 1955, and it soon gained popularity with Woburn 
Safari Park opening in the grounds.

Woburn Abbey

The phenomena are said to occur in parts of the Abbey that are 
not open to the public, and include doors opening and closing of 
their own accord in one particular room.
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“I can only tell you what I saw. It was early one summer morning when the gardens were closed to the public. 

I was walking towards the  summerhouse, when I saw this indistinct figure in white. I believe the form was female, but I could not make out any features.

It was there for only a matter of seconds before it just faded away before my very eyes. I was speechless!”
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